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Only in
iran

Innovative Travel brand
ambassador JANE
DANIELS is a fashion
designer and inaugural
member of the New
Zealand Fashion Hall of
Fame. Travelling to Iran,
she says, provides
inspiration for her fashion
designs, a subject she often
shares with groups
of travel agents, their
clients and her own
fashion clients.

hava always dreamed of travelling

to the ancient land of Persia, now

the lslamic repulblic of lran. My partnes

Brendon alse showed an interest 1o
return to the country where he had lived as
a child with his family. His father was
working for an American hospital supplias
company and his mother taught harself the
language and ensured five boyswent 10
scheal,

Brandon remembers lran as moara
Wastarnised in parts pricr to the revoelution
in 1979, Travelling there now certainly
offars a differant and possibly mare
authentic experience.

My interest in travalling to lran was 1o
ses the Esfahan's (Reyal) Imam Square, the
second largest square In the world, and to
see the beautifully decorated buildings
from the Safavid period (1600s - 1700s),
Mast of the splendid turgquoise, yellow, and
lapiz Blue tile work ware created during
this time under the Safavid ruler Shah
Abbas 1=t

Having cver time collected several
books featuring examples of this
architecture, | was not prepared for the
beauty of seaing it set against desert

coleurs ang offering such contrast,

Tehran, Iran's capital, alzo offers
contrast. |tie an aszsential stop an your tour
with its well-appointed museums. ran is
blessed with baautiful ceramics, glassware,
carpets and crafts. With such & long and
rich histery the museums are |aden with
treasure and spart from the throngs that
gueus to ses the Bling of the Panlavi
Crown Jewels the mussums are peacaful
and un-crowded,

Stepping cutside, we found curselves in
a bustling eityof 13 million beset by traffic
whare the car harn iz the cammunication,
Aduel carriageway will almast always be
divided inte three |anes of wraffic with the
occasional motorbike going against the
flaw using the gap by the kerb to narrow
the road further,

The 125cc motarbike, from probably
around the 19805 i the most popular
cheice of transportation. lts utility Is
impressive carying up to three students,
warkers with tools, delivery van with

Royal Masgue, Esfahan

impressive payloads carmying bosxes,
carpats, rolls of fabrice and it even
becomes tha family car for up to five.

The north of the city affers same reliet
in its relatively leafy suburbs and whilst in
the area viziting the Shah's Summer Palaca
with its beautiful grounds under the
towering Alborz Mountains, we lock the
cpportunity to find Brendon's ofd homa,

Far our driver |brahim this was no sasy
task. lorakirn was faced with all of the
streets being renamed inrespect of the
martyrs from the lran-lragwar. As & result
of this war, lran ales has 2 yaung
demagraphic with &0 per cent of the
population being under 25 years of age.

lbrahim, whilst in his 205 was nez eld
encugh to remambar the ald strest names
in detail and did exceptionally well 1o find
the placa. The house rumaer had changed
from 51 to 80 with development, bul was
still thera

It is essential to travel with a guide in
lran, Qur guide Ghasern was excellent and



was 3 warveteran (wounaed four tirmes), At

B rrature ane e had returmsd to universily

tosiudy English, A very devout man and
oneof great integrily, wWho we oW
cpsiger & friend,

Meesting people in Iran is an sxperiencs
Irapiznsane vary caan to practice their
spokan English, arevery friendly and
curizus sbout Mew Zealand and how thay
gra viewed in thewest, As a tourist we st
presented as curiosities anc this delightful
experence hepoened many times a day

The uncanditionai kindress of the

rarian peooie and thair wondarfu: sense
of family mads a streng impresiion an
bath Brendon and |, Iran dass net find

tealf in perfect tdmes and the pecgle

gerera: ::.l oonau __TE[!:H‘HI'\.'HE '-"IE':l fl!:.l'.-_"n'e
ary aftneirdifficulties,

fwie had niet cocasionally broken away
from carversation artaken ug every offer
af a horrecooked meal, we wauld still

DA TRere,;
TOP FIVE THINGS TO DO

THE IMAM SQUARE,
ESFAHAN
Spendthe day in the

rragnificart Immam sguars. Surrourdad by
shops of tha bazasr, headed by the Royal
Mozgue, the ceauriiully domed Letfsliah
fozgue, Ffs:\,-'.'_-" Falace, arancent bazaar
and (ts gats ooposite. The scala is
caunting, the shops are feacinating and the
reflective poolzand feuntains inthe

rriddie allow sndless shoto opoorunities.

VISIT THE WORKING
BAZAARS
Hera you will fing araftsmen
making things as thay heve done for
centuries =carpets, silk, waodwork with
delicate wlaid camel Bone, metalwork

callad kammerdork in vanaus metaiEanc

cooking pots. Each major town and city Fas

& bazear end sach has & specialty.

A TRADITIONAL
PERSIAN MEAL
Sitting en & bed lize platfarm,

shoes off, fooo iz laid in the midale. My
Favoririte cish was fazaniun, a lamb or
chiczen dish with & sweat anc sour sauce of
grourd walPuts and cormegranste
moiasses. Persians are the masters of
cooking long grain rice, it is cooked slow'y,
n a2 pot 3 bass layer called t2hdig of potate
or vegetshla which separates the rics fram

the heat source and allows the rice to

steam slowly with
saffran, Bread or noan s
an essential part of the
ramian moal, a Tavourits
beaing noan Baraer, from

the narth of Iran

THE
. GARDENED
| TOMBS OF
THE POETS
The lranans revers
their philosopher posts,
twe of thesa Saadi and
Hafez (13th and 14th )
have beautifully tlec
rertorials salin park
like gar:]ens. in the
desert oty of Shiraz:
franian famiiizs love 1o meet here soclally,
rast in the gardens andd pay ther respect.
Expectto be acsosted in to many
conversations ard shared tamily
phatagraphs when you visit

VISITING NATANZ,
CLIMBING THE MINARET.
| haztsear several rafarences 1o
Matanz in my cooks of decarative arts 202

Jane Daniels at Silance Towers, Yazd

RESTAURANTS

I Estakan the opulant dining
exparience of Lhie Shakrz end the Sofreh
Khaneh Sonnat, can be found behind the
Lotfollan Mosque, where you it on rad
itignal divan beds covered in Parsian rugs.

The restaurant in the huga internal
garden of 1he Abass| Hotel iz ancther, The
ceravanseral hotelin the desert city of
Yzzd, Hotel Garden Maoszhir has an W

thaugh this small
Allsde tawn iz 2 bit
off Lhe palkh (Lwas
wiorth thewvisit to
tekein an olfd Jame
Motgue coverac
Wit The Dest
exampiesof
authentic blue ang
turguoisa tilea thet
we were gols 1o see,
Bettarwasto some
tre very frizndly
gatekeepsr Had),
wias o offer us.a

cimbuptha 125
very steep and tight
turning ntermal
spire sleps ot the
ringrer, The views
wore great andthe
peace and trust of
eitting on top of the
minaret with & king
stranger with ng
Englizh, just shared
photographs,
srmiles and the
shared axperience
e truly
rmarncrable

® Pearls of Persia
6 Days ex Tehran
Tehran-Shiraz-sfahan
MOW PRICED FROM
ONLY $2149pp twin
hook & pay 28 Feb, 2011

INNOVATIVE
%r/yae' é;/ﬁ'&ﬁ{éﬂ’a&é’

oTHER EARLY BOOKING
OFFERS AVAILABLE
all book & pay 28 Feb, ‘11




internal garden with pools, fountains and
orsnge and pomegranate mees hisis
wheng wigweie absorbied o 8 30-strong
family reunion difner and realized the
rug frigndliness of the people.

Feiea traditicnal restaurantfull of leud
families and gres: foce, recammend the
Talaryzzd Restaurant in Reoublic 5, Yazd,

The main differerce about ginmg in lran
iz that thera is no alcotol served. Instead
thare is lerman beer, like Lemon-and Paeroa,
sl weeter arod tea

Cin ohe occamion (0 Yazd we were invited
to dife with a faml-‘_w,-' reution of 30, Cire-
u|aring arourd the table ddrir'.g the coures
of the evening we felt truly we comed,

SHOPPING

The best shopeing is suraly in the
pazaars. In Tehran the young Iranians love
western bravds and visiting the mall. For
Westarners the grasgect of buying the
irmitatiar of somathing that is rsadily
availaizle everywhere is not erticing.

Thi baiaars oifer the prospert of
purchasing gobds nat availzbe elsewharne
The Tehiran Bazaar hag over 10kmof
coverscstones with people plying frades
as they haye for centures. Many bzzasars
are ancignt, selling elmast everything you

can Funkof,

FL#CES OF NOTE

The ruire of Parsepolis, with jts
,-fl.,g'}amana stair way, n}r rar about an bhour
from Shiraz.

*  Mashir al Malk Mosque with its stained
glass that splash beautifulcelaurs onto
welumns and carsets,

*  Museumsin Tehran; the carpet
musaum, the ceramics and gless
museurn, ans for shesr bling the Bank
Melli display af the crown Jewals. We
want o avary rrusaumn we could 9o to.

*  The Shah's Falacesof Tehran:

*  Aobesi Hotel in Esfzhar isatan old
carmel stoprand 2 placs that becams
rizh as travellers 1o the arsa used 1o
stop here Hirst buitinthe T7:h
cehitLry, T turnad inzo o hotel in the
1800 and s now & lve star hoteland
waen thers at nightvisit the 35 arch
bricge.

o Tha Maghic O Mamalek Hozelin Yazd
alzo has 17h contury Beginnings and is
now e very qaod thies to four star
hizmal

» The Aratsian housein Yazd, filled
with antiques and its massive
tented dining area-situsted ina
varpald area of Yazd,

_ February 2011, TRAVEL DIGEST

INSPIRATION FOR
FASHION DESIGN

Iy fasrion swres |
hald warkshops, talking
abaut inzpiration and a lot
of this comes from trips to
exclic places, espacially the
colours | usa. Mast of aur
fabnics sre mads i laly o
calour specifications fram
plzces | have visited. The
caleurs this year far my
winter sollection will oe
Parsian olue, nenna, shirze,
gallane and indige.

Iwill 2lso be using a
Parsian ruc design,
particu arly on belts and
making use of scrall designs.
All the fabrics for rmy
collections are baught n
February and Jepiemoer
weck year at the French
Textlle Fair just outsice of
Fariz ard this way | am &kle
to'presant new trands in
teutie 2 sasscr ahead

NEED TO KNOW

*  lran has besn under trede sancticnz
for auita a while and nat all kote sawill
b rhoarn, some holels are ey
bea.tiful and Lnlike e'sawhera

* A& marishou'd not shace a waman's
kand ar rmake contact

© A women must abvaye wear hejab
lcovered hair)

+ Good thick soled shoes are a good idea
for walking and for same wet floors.

« Yoy carnat buy anything an credit caed,
you have to take cash anc preferably
Amercan cellars, You will glsp need
some of the loeal currsncy, ranisn ras.
Thange maorey at a bank, the
alterrative change shopswill
devalue your meney by abaut
A0-A0%

© Arms gre coverss doen to your
wrist and youw canrot show your
ankle, You do nesd tocomply &5
theare dre miral pelice who arg
armployzd fenlonee this, 1 you
aregaing intd 2 working mosgue
where people sre oraving, you wil
naad toweasr a chades [Full lenat
covering], Man nmes to waar
lang sieeves.

+  New Zealanders need a visa and so you
need tomake sure all your gapers are in
arger, which is & tairly lengthy process,
You need to have your itinerany set out

Jane Daniels
aft Natanz,
Cunreal iren

The:-,r like to know what vou are d"..‘li]’-‘lg. |
recommend Innavative doshat far yai,
they have a strong relationshio with an
[rarian travel group and hava

experiance i lrar.
A privete cuide and driver are
inveiugsleand not that expensive.

BEST TIME TO GO

Aol end May or Seplamper and
Dictoper are the best nmes o go. June,
duly sna August, whers the termperalures
can et as rich as 48 degrees, are oo hot,

It you are net gooo =t tagting, you
might alsc want 1o avoid Ramadan. This
soamonth el msting rom 1 August,
whers you cannet oot afiorsun upar

beslore sun down.

GETTING THERE

Thare are flighss from Auckland 1o
Duoai with Emirates, &ir NZ, Etingg,
Cathay Pacific or Singapore &% ines end
then & two-heur flight to Tehran with
Emirates, Mahan &ir, Gulf Airar Getar,



